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golf

Top five golf 
desTinaTions

GreG norman, one of the 
world’s most travelled 
athletes shares his top-
five Golf travel 
destinations that are a 
dream to tee off from

These golfing 
desTinaTions 
provide 
unmaTched 
scenery  
as well as  
unique 
playing 
experiences  
for everyone

One of the true crown jewels in the world of golf, this area of Ireland is full of breathtak-
ing and famed courses. With Ballybunion, Doonbeg, Lahinch and Tralee all within two 
hours of each other, it makes it easy to book accommodations at one location and make 
the scenic commute to the other destinations.

A
s a globetrotting golfer and golf course architect for nearly 40 years, I have 
seen my fair share of destinations prime for golf travel. With over 77 Greg 
Norman Golf Course Designs worldwide in 23 countries, I have developed 
favorites over time. Here is my list of destinations with design variety providing 

unmatched scenery and unprecedented playing experiences on some of the most 
exclusive pieces of real estate in the world.

Ireland boasts some 
of the most breathtak-
Ing golf courses

Southwest Ireland

As the official home of golf, the game has been 
played in this area for centuries, producing 
the most storied courses in history. The clas-
sic links found in this region are visually and 
mentally stimulating, challenging even the 
best players. St. Andrews, Royal Aberdeen, 
Turnberry and Carnoustie are all so thought-
provoking and aesthetically-stunning designs 
they are often considered works of art.

Over the last decade, Cabo has exploded onto 
the golf scene with a bevy of tracks designed by 
the world’s most lauded names in architecture 
such as our own Puerto Los Cabos. All of the 
resorts in this area are known for their state-of-
the-art facilities and accommodations. Stretch-
ing along miles of coastline overlooking the 
Sea of Cortez, the magnificent desert terrain is 
defined by nature’s infinite presence.

While Vietnam is not widely regarded for its 
quality of golf, it is an emerging, new-age des-
tination, and our designs, The Bluffs Ho Tram 
and Danang Golf Club, are destined to put 
this country on the map. Both courses reflect 
and enhance the natural surroundings with 
dramatic views and a somewhat dream-like 
setting. I’m particularly impressed with how 
the government has embraced development, 
recognising the impact the game can have on 
tourism in a developing country.

Here you can find eight of the best golf cours-
es in Australia that are world-renowned as 
the Melbourne Sandbelt. This hallowed area 
evokes a pure golf experience, accented by the 
best architects in history including one of the 
Godfathers of design, Alister Mackenzie. The 
“Magnificent Eight” includes clubs like Royal 
Melbourne, Yarra Yarra, Commonwealth and 
Peninsula, that are all five-star and located 
within six miles of each other. 

As told to Himanshu Singhal, Editor, Golf Digest
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some of the most  
storIed courses  
are located In  
north-east scotland

the melbourne,  
australIa sandbelt 
regIon


